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the tip of the lance—are arranged to the left of the seal, to
commemorate the archangels, prophets, apostles, martyrs,
saints, and doctors of the church. The patriarch, or bishop,
of the diocese, founders of the church, clergy, and people
(living and dead) are symbolized by crumbs placed below
the seal, to an indefinite number.1 The crumbs may be
taken from any one of the five loaves. At the close of the
preparation these portions, small and great, are gathered
together with a sponge under the seal, awaiting the conse-
cration at the liturgy itself. In the meantime the paten
is covered with three veils, the corner of which rests on the
asterisk, a sort of frame preventing the lowest veil from
contact with the holy bread. The portions of the oblations
not thus reserved for consecration and communion are cut
up by the sexton, to constitute the anti-doron, or blessed
bread, which is distributed to the people after the liturgy,
in the manner of the paw heni used in France.2 As the
remaining portions of the oblation from which the seal, or
"body," has been cut are mingled with the rest, they are
held to lend a certain sanctity to all. The commemoration
itself immediately succeeds the consecration in the liturgy.
On the two Saturdays dedicated to the commemoration
of the dead (one falling eight days before Lent and the
other on the Saturday before the Transfiguration) each
family may bring to the church five oblations, or loaves of
their own baking, wrapped in a cloth, with a paper inscribed
with names of their dead. Money for the priest is also
enclosed. During the preparation the priest takes crumbs
from one of the five loaves to symbolize the commemora-
tion of the dead in a particular family. At the end of the
mass the head of each family receives back his qurba-n, or
oblation (minus the parts used in commemoration), wrapped
in the cloth. The rest of the loaves, which at any given
time* may number scores, are at the disposal of the priest,
to break up for distribution, to give away whole, or to take
1 Over the medhbah where the preparation is made sometimes hangs
» paper with a lint of people* to he commemorated.
a It ih Haiti that th« most ascetic: among the Russian monks takes no
othur food in Lent but this anti-doron.

